
DHS CORE VALUES: 
The Duxbury High School community provides students with individual and collaborative experiences that inspire them to approach learning with innovation, 

motivation, purpose and integrity. 
BELIEFS ABOUT LEARNING: 

Everyone can learn.  Learning takes many forms.  Learning requires a commitment to hard work and self-discipline.  Learning requires a safe, supportive and engaging 
environment.  Learning occurs when meaningful connections are made.  Learning is best achieved through an active partnership between the school and the 

community. 
 

 
 

DUXBURY HIGH SCHOOL 
SCHOOL COUNCIL Minutes 

December 10, 2015 
5:00pm – DHS Library 

Attendees: Jessica Manning, Julia Adams, David Scott, Mary Lynn Carson, Vicky Anderson, Kristen Rappe, 
Elizabeth Walsh, Andrew Stephens, Joe Lamothe, Gregg Morris, Colleen Slocum, Julie Hargrave 
 
1.  Approval of minutes from 11-15 meeting 
 
2.  Review of norms for meetings:  

-Arrive on time & prepared 
 -Equal talking time for committee members 
 -Public comment at start – identify comments/discussion points better suited for Coffees 
 -Stay faithful to the agenda 
 -Keep meetings within the timeframe set 
 
3.  Student Stress Sub-Committee update –Vicky update 
 6 total meetings over the next 3 months.  Tuesdays 4-5 
Julia discussed the PREZI that was done 2 years ago.  Took 4 key points that were identified.  Transitions from 
middle to high school, social and emotional development and expectations.  Take this categories and look at 
them in whole school, classes and small groups.  What is going on?  Where are the gaps where we can make 
recommendations.  This is a hot topic everywhere.  Vicky is connecting with other schools and getting a sense 
of how other schools are dealing with this, so that we can have info more visible. 
Andrew is meeting with students around some of these issues.  Their focus is on mental health stress.  They 
want to communicate from a student perspective what is stressing them out. They are getting granular in their 
discussion. 
Not all stress is bad.  Research shows it can be tied to courage.  Kids need to know how to use and not let stress 
debilitate them.  Resiliance and growth. 
Health and Wellness….maybe a study hall and we focus on some of these issues there.  Maybe part of a health 
curriculum.  Tools that will help them deal with stress as they grow into adulthood. 
 
Where is a safe place the kids can go to talk about things that are going on?-Colleen Slocum asked.  Kids can go 
to guidance.  Guidance counselors are mandated to report illegal activity. 
 
Holiday no homework…great feedback.  Some AP teachers were not happy about it. 
  
 
4.  Leveling Committee Recommendations presentation & discussion-ability for kids to move between levels 
 NOTE:  These will be shared with School Committee at the 12.9.15 meeting (7pm Alden 104) 

• Other comparable districts leveling plans (see email for document) 
• World Language-  The recommendation is to eliminate the accelerated level, using the curriculum from 

accelerated for the honors program.  We had discussion of the rigor, changes and current challenges.  This will be 
in place for this coming program of study and implemented in September. 

• History-  The recommendation is to eliminate the pre-AP US History.  Social Studies Supervisor, Sarah McGuire 
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provided options that can be presented including AP World History as sophomores or doubling up of courses later 
on.  The options could provide a great deal more flexibility to students in their choice of course sequence.   

• Math-  The recommendation is to phase in the elimination of the accelerated option beginning with the freshmen 
geometry option for the fall.  We will work with the middle school and staff to create a placement process and 
course of study within the three remaining levels to meet all student needs.  Each year thereafter, we phase out the 
accelerated option.  Bringing in semester courses for senior year as electives 

Math, history and language all have an accelerated level, but not the other classes.   
English-2 semesters of English in 12th grade…can pick 2 courses 
Science-Freshman bio, all sophomores in chemistry, physics junior or senior year 
 
Good topic for coffee with principal.  Cover is at course selection nights, in the newsletter, include the link from the 
school committee meeting with the portion of the discussion.  Curriculum corner in the clipper by various authors 

5.  Updates 
 -Budget-we had a $700k gap from our needs to what town is giving and we have narrowed this 
down…we are very close.  Nothing that fundamentally impacts the programs that we have.  We have 
professional development line in the budget.  Enrollment is starting to go down, looking at Full time 
equivalents. Town put in some additional money…we are very close.  DEF restructured grant process.  Much 
easier for teachers to ask for smaller grants. 
 -DHS Handbook – electronic links .  Joe is working on an on line handbook, easy and accessible to 
users. 
  -Student Activities; student council is planning on activities.  Have the dance the weekend before 
midterms.  Not formal.  Try to get something that starts a tradition. How can PTO help?  Maybe a give a way 
for early ticket holders, or other fun marketing.  The E-board will survey the kids 
 -Drug & Alcohol awareness; desire to hear about what things look like, what does it do to our kids.  
They have contacted someone and there will be a coffee with the principal.  We need a comprehensive wellness 
curriculum. 
 
6.  FTGOTO 
 
 
Public Comments: 
Greg Morris:  Handout given to committee.  Question and concerns over the current chemical health policy and 
the language “in the knowing presence of” 
 
   


